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SUGGESTIONS TO THE INSTRUCTOR

The present video-based exercises are aimed at developing
non-interactive listening comprehension, or more specifically,
understanding authentic broadcast television. I have chosen
such a specific goal for two reasons. The first derives from
an oft-forgotten axiom: let technoclogy do what it can do best.
Instructional video is television’s own flesh and blood. What
better use for FL video than as a resource for teaching
students to undertand what is said over the world’s most
widespread and influential medium of communication in the
language at hand? Second, precisely because television is the
medium it is, learning to understand what it is saying and how
it is saying it is in and of itself an important goal.

The thinking behind the various exercises is explained in
the student introduction {(in the following secticn). However,
I would summarize the main points as follows:

Everything on tape is authentic broadcast Russian. Nothing
is adapted. The trick to using real Russian is not to adapt
the script, but to adjust the task required of the student.
Tasks are basically of two types: preparatory and sensitizing.

Preparatory exercises focus the students’ attention on what
will be said in advance, helping them to predict what they will
hear and what to look for. Most common among such items are
background points, preparatory questions, and vocabulary lists.

S8ensitizing exercises help students to get accustomed to
vhat they have heard so that they will be able to understand
similarly constructed items in the future. Such exercises
involve recombining elements of the report on which they are
currently working. These include word searches, cloze
dictation and deriving meaning from context.

There is no "best" way to plug these exercises into a
curriculum, but I yould make several basic recommendations:

1. 8tudents should Ao television exercises at home or in the
language lab, not in class. I recommend that students read
all the exercises first and then go to the language lab
where they can work at their own pace.

9]
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2.
3.
4.

Give students ungraded feedback in English. In a number of
institutions the instructor assigns a due date for a set of
exercises. That due date is set aside for class discussion
of the exercises in English. At that time, the instructor
covers each of the exercises one by one, finding out how
much the class was able to do on its own. This activity is
informal in nature and not graded, except as to whether or
not students attempted the work.

I strongly recommend that the instructor review the
exercises in English. These are not speaking exercises.
Rather, students are learning to comprehend media-authentic
scripts read at levels far beyond their ability to
communicate. Asking students who speak at the Novice and
Intermediate levels to comment in detail in the target
language interferes with the goal of teaching audio
comprehension and widening cultural horizons. Discussion
in English encourages student inquisitiveness into the
cultural backdrop (with both big and small "C") of the
reports.

I recommend that the informal atmosphere of class
discussion also extend to correction of specific student
answers, especially where grammatical accuracy is neither
the prime goal, nor within the students’ grasp. For
example, in a cloze exercise where the correct answer is
cocrosnock, students should not be told that they got the
wrong answer if they shout out cocrosmce. After all, the
point of such a drill is to give students an ability to
recognize that expression, not to put it into their active
vocabulary. It is probably most helpful if the instructor
gives an encouraging response to any lexically correct
guess, noting the correct morphological form only in
passing.

Get feedback from students. Find out which scripts and
exercises were enjoyable, difficult, and boring. Be aware
that the easiest scripts are usually the most boring.
Students are usually willing to spend a great deal of time
with difficult, but interesting material.

Budget enough time. Assume that students will listen to
each script four or five times to complete the accompanying
exercises. Therefore a ten-minute tape may encompass up to
an hour of time in the lab watching and writing down answers.
Such an investment of time requires a cutback in some other
form of homework. Students sour on any novelty that adds to
the workload without balancing out somewhere else.
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Make sure that students do the exercises properly.
Students are strongly advised in the introduction to read
all the exercises pertaining to a video segment aloud with
an attentive ear to stress and reduction before turning on
the television. This prepares students to hear what they
expect to hear. A student who expects to hear [nATHAeCATH
nATH] will not hear [muTHaucuTi nuTH]. Where stress and
reduction can be expected to create serious problenms
(mostly in numbers) pronunciation is given in brackets
informally, not in strict transcription, but in a form the
student can understand intuitively (e.g. nsaTi becomes
[muTH], not [p’it’i}).

Students must learn to live with the frustration of not
understanding every word. In many cases students go
through years of language training without once meeting a
word that they are not expected to know already or to look

~up in a glossary. In these exercises students must be made

aware that they will not recognize most of what they will
be hearing. Indeed, the main goal of the exercises is to
teach students to "run on empty," that is, to pull some
sort of information by whatever means possible, even when
ninety percent of the script is obscure.

In one instance after another, students who are prepared
for the linguistic frustration respond enthusiastically to
the opportunity to watch something that is real.

Encourage students to work together. These exercises are
viewed as a novel and interesting ungraded activity.
Weaker students have been found to learn effectively from
strong students. 1In addition, the video setup in most
language laboratories (with only two or three monitors to
go around) makes working together a necessity.

While my goal is to lay the basis for comprehension

strategy, no less noble a goal is that of allowing students a
view into the media of another society, one radically different
from our own. It is the promise of that glimpse that brings
students flocking into the language laboratory.

Richard M. Robin
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TO THE TEACHER OF READING

The comparison of television as the medium of communication
for the end of the twentieth century to print at the beginning
is ever popular. Indeed, from a methodological point of view
many teachers come to listening proficiency after a positive
experience working in reading proficiency.

However, I pull back from the analogy, if not for
philosophical considerations, then because analogies between
listening and reading comprehension as receptive skills are
quite common but somewhat misleading. Written texts do not
force linearity on their readers, thus providing a number of
important options. As a reader I can skim for a general
overview and scan for specific information. I may need
informatica only from the fourth paragraph. If I fail to
understand what I read there, I have a good chance of filling
in the contextual blanks by leisurely referring to the first
sentence of the second or third paragraph.

As a listener I have none of those possibilities, unless my
text is recorded. Even then, the process of rewinding is
far more cumbersome than looking up or over to a preceding
paragraph. In fact, if listeners are at all comparable to
readers, then they are the readers standing in Times Square
making out the glittering banner headlines rolling from right
to left on the building above: they must read as fast as the

headlires roll, using whatever context they can catch on the
fly.

Because the skills involved in listening are so different
from those used in reading, the exercises for listening must
al.o differ. The oral script is usually structurally simpler
than the written text. But the listener must grasp it
immediately, and in chunks. Therefore notions of "pretext" and
"post-text" exercises as they apply to reading lose much of
their meaning and must be recast.

A good example is the very useful pretext exercise for
reading in which the text is made into a real-life experience
(e.g. "Read the weather map and decide if you need to take a
coat.") Readers need only look for the information they need.
In most cases, useless information, the advertisement below the
weather map, for instance, can be discarded instantly. But
listeners have the added task of deciding what information out
of the flow of speech (if any) is useful. That skill must be
trained, and that training to a large extent dwarfs the
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original real-life task. For that reason "real-life" tasks in
the listening exercises that follow are at a minimum.

Another commonly used advanced organizer in reading centers
around background knowledge as the basis for prediction as to
the content of the upcoming text: "Write down what you know
about Ukrainian cooking, and what you expect to find out. Then
check to see if you were correct."™ Again, readers have the
luxury of treating the text at hand as if it were a checklist.
Listeners do not. A much .iore useful "advanced organizer" for
listeners is one which tells them what the upcoming script
is about and points them in the correct direction with specific
information to find out.

Post-text exercises are replaced with what one might call
language sensitizing exercises. Students are given tasks which
will help them approach similar scripts in the future. These
include exercises which force a %"close" listening to the text
for word searches or cloze dictation.

The field of teaching listening for proficiency is still
quite young. But it is an exciting one, both for the teacher,
methodologically, and for the students, as a window onto the
social, political, and cultural fabric of the country whose
language they are learning.

lanother reason for the sparsity of "real-life exercises" is
that so many students’ study of Russian is career related. The
need to retell information (for example the weather in Moscow)

is as important as the need to apply it (deciding on what
to wear).
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TO THE STUDENT
HOW TO USE VIDEO EXERCISES

Listening to unadapted standard spoken Russian for useful
information is not a traditional part of the initial stage of
learning. Nevertheless, the ability to follow discourse on
general topics at normal rates of speed is becoming an
increasingly demanded skill even for students at the beginning
level. The exercises in this parcket are designed to help
increase that skill. However, before you start work, please
read this introduction carefully. A great deal of your
progress depends not only on how much work you do, but on how
you approach it.

The broadcasts to which these exercises are keyed is
authentic. They were originally broadcast for Russians living
in the Soviet Union, and not for foreign language students.
Nothing. has been simplified for the language learner. You will
find that you will be able to understand only a small part of
what you watch. These exercises are there to help bridge some
of the gaps in your comprehension, but more importantly, they
will help you to develop listening strategies that will guide

. you around the gaps, so that you do not succumb to the
frustration of not understanding every word.

The only specifically lexical prerequisite needed to begin
work on this volume is a solid listening command of numbers in
the nominative case.

We are asking you to listen to the broadcasts for specific
content. You may be asked to look for particular bits of
information in each item, or to give a general idea on what the
item was about. Some exercises are designed to sensitize your
ear to similar such items in the future. Whatever the task
set, it is important to know what you will be looking for. For
this reason we want you to read through the accompanying
exercises for a given item before you watch it. Before you put
the tape in the machine, complete the following steps:

1. Read through all the exercises on a given item before you
watch the tape. Read all the words and their English
definitions aloud. Understanding is largely a matter of
predicting what is about to be said. Reading the exercises
first helps you make those predictions. Pay particular
attention to the place of stress. If you misread ctTopoua

‘ (stress on the a) "side" as [cTOpoHa], you will not
understand the word when you hear it. We cannot emphasize

10
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enough the importance of practicing out loud. You will be
listening and watching the tape, not reading it, and trying
to switch from the screen to this book and back again while
the language whizzes by will be of little use.

Pace your work. You may have to watch each item several
times before you can complete a given assignment. Spread
the work out. Listening for comprehension is tiring, and
listening in concentrated doses does not produce the
desired results. Spend a reasonable amount o:r time and
complete as many of the related assignments as possible.
Then, later, move on to the next part. You should not
listen to a given segment more than four or five times.

Nearly every segment contains new words. The word lists
are meant to help you understand more. They are not
expected to become part of your active vocabulary
immediately. Words are glossed only as needed to
understand that particular part of the tape.

On the other hand, we hope that you will learn words
passively. You will not be asked to memorize lists.
Complete the exercises as required, and the new words will
become part of your listening vocabulary little by little.

Each of the exercises has a specific purpose. It helps to
know why you are doing what you are doing.

The exercises that prepare you to listen to the following

item incluge:

(a)

(b)

CONTENT QUESTIONS. Questions prepare you to listen for
both what is important in an item as well as what you are
capable of understanding. Part of comprehension is not
only knowing what was said, but also whether it was
important to have understood it. The questions concentrate
your attention on what you will need to know.

WORD LISTS. Reading word lists in advance also helps you
predict what you will hear by providing key items. In many
cases words are listed not because you do not know them,
but because you may not expect them in the context given.

11
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(c) CLOZE PREDICTION. Cloze exercises are fill-in-the-blank
exercises with nothing below the blank. At times you will
be asked to predict what the speaker will say BEFORE you
watch the broadcast. Once again, a large part of the art
of comprehension is predicting what will be said. For
example, you have no problem understanding the following
short item precisely because you can predict what will be
said:

Three people were killed in the tragedy and five more were
seriously . The names of the victims
are being withheld pending notification of next of
. The president of the company that owns the
amusement park said he would have no until he
consulted with the company’s lawyer.

Other exercises not only help you predict what you will

hear: they are designed to sensitize your ear to similar texts
to come. They include:

(d) WORD SEARCHES. You will be asked to find words in a
segment of the tape. In some cases you will be asked to
guess their meaning from coritext. In other exercises you
will be asked to determine whether or not certain words
were used.

(e) CLCZE DICTATION. These fill-in-the-blank exercises
present you with texts taken directly from the tape or
sentences which closely resemble those from the tape.
Filling in the blanks familiarizes you with high-frequency
items that you are likely to meet again soon.

6. Use your knowledge of the real world to help you predict
what will be said. It should come as no surprise that
Nicaraguan contras are described as terrorists and bandits,
while Moslem militias in Lebanon are "national patriotic
forces."

Following the procedures -outlined above will help you
increase your listening proflclency in authentic Russian. Once
again we remind you that this is an extremely difficult task,
and that some frustration will be inevitable. The exercises
are designed to help you make some sense of what you are
hearing. As you become more used to listening over extended

b od
o
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periods of time you will find that the exerciszes become
shorter. Indeed, we have our sights set on that day when the

only question for a given item will be "What was said in this
report?"

In addition to these purely linguistic goals we hope that
you will gain further insight into how Soviet television
presents the world to its viewers.

13
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WEATHER

Weather forecasts are usually a good way to start listening
to a foreign language ror "real" information. You almost
always want to know what the weather is going to be, and even
if you don’t know the words, the weather map makes things clear

enough. Still, a few exercises will get you started listening
in addition to watching.

COOBIEHME O IIOI'OZE 1 Novice High

A. Know what to expect. Listening to weather reports is
essentially listening to numbers and place names, and
weather conditions. Let’s start by getting acquainted with
weather terms. Listen to the weather forecast and check

. off the words given below as you hear them:

conHeyHas Ioroma - sunny weather

cHeronan - snowfall

mora;x - rainfall

TymMaH - fog

BéTep - wind

o6jaka - clouds

AHTH-UUKIOH - high pressure system

7-12 (rpamycoB) Mmopo3a 7 to 12 below Centigrade

or Honst [Hana] mo nNATH [muTH] rpaaycoB Tenana - from 0 to 5 above
Centigrade

o6nayHas noroma - cloudy weather

NacMypHO - overcast

ocankm - precipitation

MeTéNn - snowstorms; blizzards

cnaéue MOpo3M - light freeze

rpo3sm - thunderstorms

j s
i
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B. Now figure out what places are being talked about. Circle
the names on the map mentioned in the weather report.

} st
"]
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. COOBMEHME O IOI'OAE 2 Novice High

Temperatures and numbers. All temperatures are reported in
Centigrade. But don’t start digging out the old 5/9 + 32
formula; you won’t have time to use it. It’s best to start
thinking in Centigrade. Take a look at the scale below:

-

HHsH S H

Tt 1 1

vrmare

.......

body temperature

New York, Washington in July

Jump in! The water’s fine. Moscow in July i
Room temperature.

Moscow in late May; San Francisco year round
April in St. Louis; May in Leningrad

October in New England and Moscow

Water freezes

Your car battery is probably dead

O degrees F
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Numbers in genitive. It is not enough to recognize numbers
in the nominative case. Genitive is often used. Read the
examples below out loud. Pay attention to stress and
reduction, particularly to those forms indicated in the
phonetic brackets.

HoJa [Hans]

ORHOr O wecTH

ABYX cemMn

“Tpéx BOCBHMHI

YeTHpEX OeBATN [OMUBHTH]
natTn  [naTi] necaATNn [ANUCHTH]

OnMHHAanUaTH, ABEHAAUATH ... WECTHAAUATH

nBamaTH, AOBaAUATH ABYX, ABaAUaTH NsTH [ABALATH NMATH]

C. Now listen to the weather report for the following numbers
. in genitive case:

0, 5, 16, 25

D. Now watch the segment again and locate the following words:

Ha céBepe - in the north

npoxnagHas moroma - cool weather

Ha céBepo-BOCTOKe - in the northeast

B 3AarnagHoOM J HEeHTPAJIbHHX O6MAaCTHAX - in western and central areas
noxmit - rain

BéTep - wind

rpo3m - thunderstorms

Ha zaname - in the west

Ha BocTOKe - in the east

3aMOpo3KK - frost

Ha wre - in the south

Ha HnxHelt Boare - on the lower Volga
nepeMéHHas O6JlauHOCTh - partly cloudy

6e3 ocankoB - without precipitation

... rpagycoB temyja - ... degrees above zero
... rpanycos Mopo63a - ... degrees below zero
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Now listen to the broadcast once again and f£fill in the
blanks with the missing words.

3aBTpa YeTHpPHaAUATOI'O MAA Ha

TepPPUTOPUH CTPAaHH COXPAaHUTCA noroaa.
B 3anagHOM H OGJIACTAX KPAaTKOBPEMEHHHE
H ., YCHJIéHHMe BéTpa.

B BeJopycuu 21 ~ 26 rpanycosB

Ha OKOJI0 WecTHAOUATH.

Ha ¥kparHe 21 U 27. B

06JIacCTAX KPAaTKOBPEéMeHHHe H

yCHIIeHHe BéTpa.

3aBTpa Ha KazaxcTaHa OXHOAWTCA
Ha pecny6JIMKH HOo4Yb® S5 ~ 10 rpamycos
, IHEM OT OO IUIKC

20
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7. B LeHTpPANbHOM palloHe eBponélickofl yacTH PoccHH niwc 17 - 22,

HOYb0 Ha ceBepe A0 MHHYC

8. B LEHTPAJILHOM 4YepHO3&MHOM paliOHe Takxe 17 — 22 rpaayca, Ha

A0 ILTC -

N
Pt
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COOBUNEHHE O NOT'OAE 3 Intermediate

A. Look at the weather report and match the regions mentioned
on the map on the next page.

BapeH1eBO Mope YxpayuHa

JlaTBust HenTpanpuuit uHepHOo3&MHMIT pailidou
JiuTBa KaBKa3Kue rops

dcToHNA ApapaTrckast DoJniHa

Beqopyccus NoBOIRBE

B. Now check for the following conditions in the areas listed

MecTo cOnHIe TYMaH O6JIa4HOCTh | HOROM (OCANKH)
? ? ? 2

JlaTBus,
JmTBa
JcToOHNA

YkpauHa

KaBka3s

INoBoNXbE

MocxkBa

C. Note that the big circled "H" at the top of the map in the
broadcast stands for mnimHoe naBnéHme or LOW pressure.

23
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COOBHWEHME O INOrofgeE 4 Intermediate High

Find the following places on the map and give the weather
conditions expected for each of them: southern Kuril Islands,
northern Amursk oblast, central Yakutia, northern Kamchatka.

N7 -
N A R
S
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MEETINGS AND GREETINGS

The following reports are typical of the "meetings and
greetings" genre so prevalent in the Soviet press. At first
glance, they appear to be rather dry, if not outright boring,
reports on which heads of state met which other heads of state.
But Sovietologists find a gold mine of information in such
coverage. The Soviet press is very protocol conscious, and the
kind of coverage given to such events provides direct evidence
as to who is up, down, or sideways in the world of politics and
diplomacy. So here’s your chance to play Senior Analyst and to
get some practice in listening for the names of people and
places along the way.

IPUBHTHE CAHTMHETTH Novice High

A. Watch this report with the following questions in mind:

1. What country is Julio Sanguinetti from?
2. Who met Sanguinetti at Vnukovo airport?
3. The armed forces were mentioned. What part did they play?
4. With whom did Sanguinetti conduct talks?

B. Listen for these phrases in the report:

c oduuMaANbLHMM BHM3NATOM - on an official visit

(xto) mpnéun (Kyma) - so-and-so arrived at such-and-such a
place

no npnrnameuun (koro) - upon the invitation of so-and-so

COBETCRKOE NpaBHNTeJbCTBO - Soviet government

Npezitanyd BepxOBHOro CoBéTa CCCP - Presidium of the Supreme
Soviet

(xT0) BCTpeuan (xoro-uro) so-and-so met so-and-so

c cynpyro# - accompanied by his wife

obpnumaneuue mmna - officials

BOoOpyRéHHMe cnam CCCP - Soviet armed forces

6MIM HMCNOJIHEHM IOoCyZapcTBeHHMe TMMHM - the national anthems
were played

TOpPRECTBeHHas LlepeMOHHMa - official ceremony

noyétHuit - honor{ific] (guard, member, motorcade)

TpaHCNnapaHT® - placards, banners

COCTOSNNCHL TNeperoBOps (Méxny KeM M kKeM) - negotiations (between
X and y) took place

Bun mpoBen&H O6MEéH MHEéHMsIMM - There was an exchange of opinions

28
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C. Now fill in the blanks according to the report. Note that
where necessary the grammatical endings have been provided,
and some of the sentences are slightly reworded.

CeronHuss B MOCKBY

on an official visit

Npe3HOéHT pecny6auKHu. OH

arrived

HaxémuTca B Hamelt crpaHé

at the invitation of

oro a.
the Soviet government

Ero BCTpedasau .
official figures

3aBepmiIach
The official ceremony
NIPOXOXDEHHKEM oro Kapayaa.
honor
Ceroaus B Kpemiué 6ecéna

there took place

Mexny Npe3uAeéHTOM PecCHnyGJIMKH W MMHICTPOM HHOCTPAHHMX HOell.
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TOPBEAUEB INPMHHMMAET IOCIIA Novice High

A. Watch the report with the following questions in mind:

1. What country is the newly arrived ambassador from?
2. Whose greetings did the ambassador convey to Gorbachev?
3. How were the talks characterized?

4. Which one of the following issues was discussed:

a. nuclear proliferation
b. Soviet-Indian relations
c. new trade deals

5. To whom did Gorbachev convey his greetings?

B. Watch for the following words, and then fill in the blanks
below:

nocén (xoro - mnocna) - ambassador

JIMYHOE IIOCJIAHMEe - personal message

cocTosijIics (cocTosiach, cocTosiyiock) there was held:; took place
6ecéma - talks; negotiations

B nyxe (4ero) in the spirit (of...)

Ha BlicumeM ypoBHe - at the summit level

MexayHapoauuit - international

34
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C. Now fill in the blanks below.

Ceroaua M.C. Iop6auéB IPHHAN

the ambassador

B CCCP, xoTopuit Bpy4us JM4yHOe

of India
npeMbep-MHHMCTpPa. CocCTOsiJIacCh
message
XxparTxas B TPaRHUIMOHHOM

talk spirit

moBepUs M APYRSM. O6GCyROeHM , CBfI3aHHMNE

issues

C peryJiipHHM XapakKTepoM COBETCKO-HHauACKOro

dialogue
n
at the summit level international
' BOMpPOCH, 3aTparmpawipe MHTepecs o6eMx CTpaH.
MIEBAPOHAO3E B BAINMHI'TOHE Intermediate

A. Review the words given for the two previous exercises.
Then watch the report for this information, using what
you already know from the American press:

1. When did Shevardnadze arrive in Washington?

2. How often are meetings at this level now occurring?

3. Why have there keen so many meetings?

4. With whom did Shevardnadze meet?

5. Who weés at the airport to meet the Soviet foreign minister
besides the diplomats?

6. What previous meeting laid the groundwork for this one?

7. What future meeting was mentioned?

8. When do the official negotiations begin?

3i
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B. In addition to the words given in the previous two
exercises, you may need these:

exe- prefix meaning "every" plus a time expression: emenHéBHMIA
- daily; exeHeménnHuit, exemécaunmit, emxeromHsit

moroeop - treaty

cTparTernyeckue HacTylarejbHiHe BOOpyRéHMs - strategic offensive
weapons

Macca = MHOro

BCTpéYa Ha BHCmeM ypoBHe - summit meeting

Remember that Shevardnadze is Soviet Georgian, not Russian. 1If
you listen carefully, you may hear an accent.

B PERKLSBHUKE (I) Intermediate - Intermediate High

A. Listen to the report immediately following the statement
above.

1. Whom did Gorbachev visit after his arrival?
2. How was that visit characterized?
3. Who was at the meeting?

B. Fill in the blanks as given in the broadcast.

B xXopme 6ecenn, npoumepnuefl B

COCTOHAIJCA o

, CBfizaHHHM C yrpoz3ofi

C o6eHX CTOPOH OTMeYalloChb,

YTO COBeTCKO—HCJaAHACKHEe OTHOWEeHHA

Ha B3aHMMOBHIOOHOH ocHOBe.
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PERKBSABUKE (II) Intermediate High

A. Listen to the following report, broadcast on the eve of the
negotiations.

1. What does the Soviet initiative demonstrate, according to
this report?

2. Who is playing a leading role in the preparatory work for
the negotiations?

3. What is said about some of the questions posed by Western
journalists?

4. How is the native population reacting to the upcoming
negotiations?

B. Useful words: Determine whether or not the following
expressions were used in this segment of the report:

3KCHEépTH

y4uéHue

OGIMECTBEHHNE REéSATeJN

DeMOHCTPAHTM

Bpaxnésuuﬁ - hostile

nejloBas O6CTAaHOBKA

BH3MBATbL MHTepéc (y Koro) - to arouse (someone’s) interest

Iu6epan3anus

o6paméHMe K DYKOBOOWTeJAM - appeal (petition) to the leaders

MMIIepHaJIMCTH4YEeCKas arpéccus

MHMéTh BaxXHOe 3Ha4éHMe - to have important meaning, to be of
great significance

npexpaménne roHKM Boopy®éHnit - halt to the arms race

neperonopu B Bepxax - summit meetlng

BCTPéYa Ha BHCHMEM YpOBHE = NEpPErosopH B BepxXax

cynbsa (rl. cymp6u) Mupa

sitepHoe 6e3yMHe - nuclear insanity

Ca>
)
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INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

If you know something about Soviet foreign policy and you
keep up with world events, the following international news in
the Soviet media can be easier than, say, listening to someone
dictate road directions, even though the vocabulary is more
complicated. The trick is putting two and two together and
predicting what is going to be said before you hear it. For
instance, one might expect to hear a heavy anti-American
political slant in reports on Nicaragua or Korea. On the other
hand, reports about national celebrations in countries which
are not currently hot-spots, such as Belgium, can be expected
to be reported without commentary. You might expect the same
objective reporting in reports about major natural disasters.

ITAHAMA Novice High

A. This report is about U.S. policy towards Noriega before
negotiations were started with the Panamanian government.
Do you believe that this report will have a slant? If so,
will it be for or against Noriega?

B. Watch the report for the following words and match their
meanings. Then decide whether you were right about the
point of view of the report.

BOéHHNe MAaHEBPM drug war

60eBasi NMOAr oTOBKaA internal affairs
BHYTpPeHHNe nexna maneuvers

Maccosue MaHudecTauuM mass demonstrations
HaUMOHANILHMNII CyBepeHHUTET military preparedness

national dignity
national sovereignty

C. BHMemaTennLCcTBO means interference. In what context was it
used in this report?

(a
a
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TITAHAMA Intermediate High

A. Watch the report and answer the questions:

1. What sort of protest is being described?
2. Does this report indicate Soviet support for Noriega or
the opposition?

3. Who, according to the report, joined the attempt to oust
Noriega?

B. Words you will need. Use context, as well as what you
already know about the events in Panama, to figure out
the meanings of the following words so that you can match

them up:
. ypesBuydaliHoe nosowénye a. advanced training
BMEWATeJNbLCTBO b. bloodletting
TaKk Ha3uBaeMuit c. coup
KpecToBMM noxon d. crusade
3a6acToBKa e. economic situation
xo3siicTBEeHHAsT RKU3Mb— f. interference
y#ATh B OTCTaBKYy g. resign
BOEHHMI MATEX h. so called
(BOéHHOro MaATexa [MHTHM®RA]) i. state of emergency
MoBMméHMe KBaJmdpnrannm j. strike

k. strongman
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ABAPUS Intermediate

A. Watch the report with these questions in mind:

1. What country is this report from?

2. How many people lost their lives?

3. How many received injuries?

4. What cities did the railway in question connect?

B. Country Abbreviations: HP usually stands for HaponmHast
Pecny6nnka. [P stands for HdeMoxpaTHdeckas Pecrny6imka. On
that basis what countries do the following abbreviations
stand for? The capitals should give you some hints:

KHP MexyH

IHP Bapmasa

HPB Codns

MHP ynan BaTop

KHAP NxeHLAH

HPB XaHo#

rap BepiiH

C. If you do not already know them, figure out the following
words by context.

CTO HeJjloBeK MOrH6JIo

CTO YeJjloBeK IOJYyYHJIH pPaHEHHS
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ABCTPAIMA Intermediate

A. Watch this report and answer the following questions:

1. What festivity took place in Australia?

2. What was the date of the event?

3. What famous author was quoted?

4. What is "Jlopéra maymuéw nBéctn Jer"? When is it available?
B. In what context were the following things said?

10 CJIOBAM BEJMKOrO NyTEeméCTBEHHMKA M NMUCATEeNd. ..
3ToT Kpa#t cammit jgweornuTHMA Ha 3eMHOM mape...

C.

Find out the meanings of these words from context:

6éie MoCeNnéHIN
NPO6GJIEMM COBPEMEHHO ABTpAaJMH
rTenednpM

Television schedules: Moscow has four television channels:
népsas nporpaMMa, BTOPAas NporpaMMa, TPEThs NpPoOrpaHMMa,
yeTBé€pTad nporpaMMa. All times (for all parts of the
country) are quoted in Moscow time according to the 24-hour
clock. What channel and time were named in this report?

40
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KAMIOYUKA Iv.ermediate

A. This report is on Kampuchea (formally Cambodia). In the
1970s Kampuchea went through a bloody civil war fellowed by
a campaign of genocide carried out by Pol Pot. Pol Pot was
later depcsed by invading Vietnamese forces, who presently
rule Kampuchea. Before watching the report, decide which
side the Soviets support. Then see if you are right.

B. Watch the report and decide whether the statements below
are true or false:

1. This report is from the Kampuchean capital.

2. Pol Pot’s military forces are still active here.

3. The people interviewed are defectors from Pol Pot’s forces.
4. Which factors did the interviewees mention? (True-false for

each):
( ) lack of food ( ) disease ( ) many defeats
( ) natural disasters ( ) hopelessness .
. ( ) desertion ( ) low wages ( ) religious intolerance

C. Useful words:

OCTATKHM - remainder

B HacTosimee BpémMa - at the present time

NPOTHBOCTOSATH MNOJMTHKE HIUWOHAJBHOTO NPHMMPEéHMsT - oppose the
policy of national reconciliation

nmomna Ha yé6uab - has decreased

noatops (THcaun) one and a half (thousand). Masc. - monropa:
MoATCPa MMINMOHA, MOJITOpA 4Haca, NMOTOpM Hexenu

RO6pOBOJABHO - voluntarily

o6ctaHoBKa - situation (cf. circum + stance)

nponoBOoancTBHe cf. nNponoBOJbLCTBEeHHMI MarasyH

nopaxénmne not =/= noe6éna

BoeBaTh nmpoTmB - to fight against

D. Listen to the tape once again. In what context were the
foiiowing numbers given?

90 3 200 1500 30
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mynbl] HA BJIMEHEM BOCTOKE Novice High

A. This report is on Secretary of State George Schultz’s
shuttle diplomacy in the Middle East. Identify the
countries he is reported to be visiting on the map below:

~ TN —~
. . TYPLMS -
_ CPEIU3EMHOE o~ ~"
/' N\ MOPE Bt i
; C . .cpHPust
, e
! - L L
f AHUBUSA ' ErunET & \
.\.\ < . va\ “ '
TN % cavgoBcKkAd
! N APABUS

® LT

B. The following words will be useful in this report:

TOoCCeKpeTapbh <¢— TrocynapcTBeHHMIl cexpeTapsb

npueus - arrived

BimgHuit BocTOk - Middle East. (Remember that as far as the
USSR is concerned, those countries are "near.")

C. Ever since the Egypt and Israel signed the Camp David
peace treaty in 1978, the Soviet Union has viewed U.S.-
Egyptian relations with suspicion. The Soviets joined the
rest of the Arab world in vehement denunciations of the
separate peace initiative. See if you can identify the
. word used to describe the "separate course" that Egypt has
taken.

ERIC 13
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D. The report goes on to state that Schultz’s visit prompted a
protest strike. Which of the following words did you hear
in this part of the report?

nanecTHHcKoe BoccTaHMe - Palestinian uprising

3ananmut 6éper pexyn MopmaH - West Bank of the Jordan
MpaHo-upakckas Bo#fiHa - Iran-Irag War

3a6acTéBKa NnpoTécrta - protest strike

OrHecTpénnHoe opyxue - firearms

cinesoTownBuit raz - tear gas

neperoBOpM Mexny H3pawieM M najecTHHHaAMM - negotiations between...
6pomeHM 3a pemé&Tky - thrown behind bars

HA BJIMEHEM BOCTOKE Intermediate

A. This is a report about the West Bank. Before you watch the
report, decide what sorts of things Soviet television might
say.

B. Based on this report find out how to say:

1. naJiecCTHHIeB "
Two were killed
OecsATKH B XOole KapaTeJlbHHX onepauuu
injured
H3PANIBCKHUX OKKYINAHTOB HAa 3axXBa4dYeHHMX apaGKCHX .
lands

2, HMewTca MHOIOYMCIIeHHNEe paHEeHHMNe H

tens

6polleHM 3a peméTky.

C. Useful words:

KapaTtenbHuit - punitive
3axBadeHHNMt - occupied
6pOcuTh 3a peméTKy - throw behind bars
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HA 3AIIAZITHOM EEPETY PEKM MOPIAH Intermediate High

A. Now listen to the report for factual information. Which
statements did you hear?

In Jerusalen demonstrators threw rocks and bottles at
Israeli military vehicles.

Arab students in Gaza demanded an immediate end to
the occupation.

The Israelis have started using lethal force against
rock throwers.

According to some witnesses the Israelis are using
chemical weapons.

Israel has placed Arab provocateurs under house arrest.

‘ B. Use this report to find out how to say:

in the eastern sector of Jerusalem
Israeli military vehicles

C. Useful words:

CTOJIKHOBEéHMe - clash

noTpésosBaTh (NOTpEé6y®w, mnoTésSyemb) - demand

HeMénneuuut immediate

npexpaménve - halt

NpHUMEHATH NPOTHB HaCeJéHHMA - use against the population
BemecTBO - substance
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PENOPTAR W3 KWUTASA Intermediate High

A. Listen to the report. Use your own knowledge, the words
from the two reports on the Middle East above, as well as
those given below, to construct the events of this report.

xoMnapTus Kuras

Tneétckuil asToudHMmmit palion

Gecniopsink®H - riots

cenapaTncT

PeBOJIIMOHHNE JIO3YHIrHM - revolutionary slogans

coTH® a hundred: usually plural - cOTHH

MOHAX - monk

PaGOTHHEM o6mécTBeHHO 6ezomacHocTH - public security workers
(a euphemism for whom?)

NPpHHATHL pemnTeNbHMNe MEépM - take decisive measures

norné - died

noayynrs paHénne - to be injured
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AMERICAN DOMESTIC POLITICS

If you know something about Soviet policy towards the
United States, and you keep up with current events, the
following American domestic news in the Soviet media can be
easier than, say, listening to someone dictate road directions,
even though the vocabulary is more complicated. The trick is
putting two and two together and predicting what is going to be
said before you hear it. For instance, one might expect to
hear lengtny, favorable reports on peace marches or
anti-poverty protests. On the other hand, reports about
election campaigns can be surprisingly free of editorial
comment. Such is also the case for natural disasters.

NPE3NAEHTCKAA MNMPEABHBOPHAA KAMIIAHHA Novice High

The tasks set could be rated Intermediate if this report is
. viewed long after the primaries mentioned below have taken

place. The Novice rating is based on the context provided by

the listener’s familiarity with the events mentioned.

A. Watch the report to confirm your information on Super

Tuesday. Keep in mind that the report was filed on the eve
of the primaries.

1. Who was cited as being the Republican front-runner?
2. Who is after the front-runner in the Republican race?
3. How many states will hold primaries on Super Tuesday?
4. How many Southern states will take part?

5. What percentage of the vote do the polls give Dole?

6. Who, according to the report, is the Democratic front-
runner?




LISTENING COMPREHENSION: AMERICAN DOMESTIC POLITICS PAGE 26

B. Which of the following phrases was applied to which
- candidate?
Bush a. HaH6dJiee BepPOATHHH mo6enmnrtedib
Dole b. 3auasmuHil BTOpOEe MEécCTO
Dukakis
Jackson
%
C. Genitive of numbers: review and amplification. As you have
seen, numbers read in reports often appear in cases other
than nominative. Review the forms for numbers one through
ten below, as well as eleven through twenty.
Note that the wammatu ending will probably sound as if all
of the unstressed vowels are missing: [HAauTH]j.
Read the numbers out loud, paying attention to stress and
vowel reduction.
OBYX OAVHHAALATH
Tpéx TPHHAAUATH
YeTMpEX YeTHpHaOUATH
NAaTH [mHuT#] NATHAOATH [muTHARTH]
mecTH meCTHARIATH
ceMi CeMHAOUuATH
BOCBMII [BacChbMii] BOCEeMHAnUaTH [BacbMHAUTH]
meBATn [AMBUTH) OeBATHAOUATH [AMBHUTHAITH]

OecaATi [AMCHUTH]

o0
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0 «YEJUIEHREPE» Intermediate

A. In tlis report Soviet viewers learn of new evidence which
showed that the Challenger cockpit remained intact until
impact. Watch the report and find out the meanings of
these words:

O6JIOMKHK

OKeaHcKkoe aHOo Kopa6Aab 6HA NOGHsSM C OKeaHcKoz20 JHa.
CBHOETENLCTBOBATh (O TOM, 4TO...)

6opToBO#t OTCEéK

IpM N2OAGHUM B OKeaH

B3pMB Ka6uHa noumu He nocmpadaa om B3pPHBa.
KOpP&6JIb MHOI'OPA30BOr0 MCHNONb30BAHHMK

aBapnifHas 3BaKyanusa

AMEPUKAHCKAS NEMOHCTPALIHSI (1-OE COOBNEHME) Intermediate

A. Listen to the report with the following questions in mind.

1. What was this demonstration about?

2. How long was the chain that stretched across the country?
3. How many people took part in San Francisco?

4. How is "Hands Across America" translated into Russian?

B. You will find the following words useful:

G6éOHOCTh = HMmMETAa

B3SITBCA 34 PYKM

o6pa3zoBaTh - to form

uens - chain

JA63yHr - slogan

pPyka 66 pyky - hand in hand
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C. Now fill in the blanks below:

I'paHaHO3HAA MaHUMpecTauuA IO 3aMHCIlaM €e OpPraHu3aTopoB

IOJIKHA s BHHMaHHe K pacTtTylle#i B CIIA
attract poverty

npejonel ¥ MaHudpecTauuH cTalJia 3Ta

original

INeMOHCTpaluKHA B CaH-OpaHUHCKO. B Hefl

tock part

THCAYH Jnonel.

i
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AMEPHKAHCKAS AEMOHCTPALMS (2-OE COOBNEHME) Intermediate High

A. Watch the second report and answer the questions.

1. Where did this report originate?

2. According to the report what has the administration done
with spending that might have gone to the homeless and
hungry?

3. Who besides ordinary citizens took part in the
demonstration?

4. Which of the two reports has more editorial content?

B. Note the following new words in the broadcast:

6enHsAK (MH. Y. GemHAKA [6GHOHHKK])

roJoganmpi

6e3noMumit

ypPoBeHb ( MH. 4. YpPOBHK) - level

pexopaumit : peKopOHHe HuzKue YpPOBHU.

cpéncrea -~ means, resources (often financial)

pésko - sharply

CoxpaméH (COKpameHsl) < cokpaTiTh - to cut off, to eliminate
JmueMepne - hypocrisy

C. Now determine which of these statements were part of the
report.

1. No demonstration, no matter how dramatic, can take the
place of stable government aid to the poor.

2. Americans have given up hope in the Administration’s desire
to help the poor.

3. The Soviet Union sent a special delegation to support the
Hands Across America project.

4. The number of poor people has increased by five million.

5. There are presently about 4 million poor people in the U.S.

b
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MAPTHH JNYTEFP KUED Intermediate High
A. Listen to the coverage of the anniversary of the

1.
2.

3.

a.
b.
c.
d.

assassination of Martin Luther King. Keep these questions
in mind:

What specifics were given about King’s philosophy and
dream?

What evidence does the commentator cite that there have
been changes?

What, according to the commentator, suggests that there is
much that has not changed?

What statistic is cited for black poverty versus white
poverty?

Which statement best sums up the overall viewpoint of this
report:

Black "progress" is mostly a farce and a shan.
Despite progress, King’s dream has not been realized.
Despite economic disparity, blacks are now successful.
Blacks have the white establishment on the run.

The following phrases played key roles in the text. In
what context were they used?

HeHacCHAbLCTBeHHOe nélicTBue
OCTPOBAa HMMMTM B OKeaHe H3ICGWIMA
npaycnesawommit

BAASTHUE B KOHrpeécce
NpeaBUGOpPHAA KaMIaAHUS
IBeT EKOXH

pacosuit

HaNIpAREHHOCTH
NIPeCcTYMNHOCTHh

6e3pasoTHua

3aKOHN NPHHATH
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HUMAN INTEREST FEATURES

More and more Soviet newscasts have come to use what one
might call "happy news" as fillers, usually towards the end of
the program. The reports that follow are not only fun, but
also comprehensible without too much extra help from the
exercises.

9™ MMUIEP Novice High
A. Watch the report and answer the questions:

l. What does Pam Miller do for a living?
2. What state is she from?

3. What meal is she seen serving here?
4. How old is she?

5. What does Pam Miller say about her "customers"?

BECEHHHM#A PENOPTAK Novice High

Note that this report comes immediately before the weather for
Moscow.

A. Watch the report and pick the main point:

a. The weather affects people’s health.

b. New consumer products are now available.
c. It’s important to keep smiling.

d. Never expect something for nothing.

B. Give at least one form of the Russian word used in the
report on which you based your conclusion.
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. CHERHMR YEJIOBEK B KAJIMOOPHUH Intermediate

A. Watch this report:

1. Where was the snowman built?
2. How %tall was it?

3. How lonj did it take to build?
4. Why was it built?

B. Numbers in genitive case. In standard prose knowing the
genitive of numbers is as important as knowing the
nominative. Read the following numbers out loud and
determine if any were used in the report. Bracketed
figures remind you of the importance. of vowel reduction.

ogHoOrod nBagnaTH
OBYX ABamIlaT OOHOroO
Tpéx aBaguaTH OBYX
YeTHpéx TPHUALATH

‘ NATH [mTH] TPMOUATH NATH [TPpHUUATH IATH)
mecTH COopokKa [capaka]
ceMi NATHAECATH [MATARHUCHTI ]
BOCBMM [BacbMM] WecTHREecCATH [ WNCTHOUCHTH ]
‘ReBATH [OUBHUTH] CeMHUIRecATH [cnMAamMcHTH )
necATH [AUCHTH] BOCBMHIECATH [BaCBMHAHCHTH]
ORMHHAOUATH aeBsiHOCTA
ABeHARIATH., . . cTa

Numbers are used in genitive after words such as

60Jee - more than
MéHee -~ less than
okono - approximately
cBlmme greater than

and in other constructions requiring genitive case.
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. MAPII CJIOHOB Intermediate

Answer the questions based on the report below. A superficial
knowledge of ancient history will come in handy.

1. What is the route of these elephants through the Alps?
2. How long is the route?

3. What march is being reinacted?

4. In what year did the original march take place?

HEORMIAHHAS TIOMOmb IMOJIMIIEEECKUM Intermediate High
A. Watch the report to find out the following:

1. Where did this report take place?

2. What network was the helicopter reporter from?
‘ 3. How did the reporter learn of the crime?

4. How did the reporter stop the bank robber?

5. What happened to the bank robber?

B. The following words should help:

NpecTynHUK - criminal

BepTONET - helicopter

CBEMOYHAs IpyHia - camera Crew

rpaéurenes - robber

H3MEeHNTh KYpC - change course

6e3HanéxHO oTcTann - lagged hopelessly behind
pHUckOBaHHMIA MaHEBpP - risky maneuver
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SCHOOL

PYCCKASl PEUb Novice High

«Pycckast peub» "Russian Speech" is a program dedicated to
the Russian language. Today’s program tells about foreign
students at the Plekhanov Technical Institute taking their
first Russian courses in the USSR.

A. Watch this report with the following questions in mind.

1. The broadcast opens quoting a foreign student. He is from...

a. Angola.

b. Laos.
Cc. Vietnam.
d. Cuba.

2. He is now studying in...

a. his home country.

b. an unnamed socialist country.
c. an institute in Moscow.

d. an institute in Tashkent.

3. What year of studies is he in?

a. First.
b. Second.
c. Third.
d. Fourth.

4. What is his field?

a. Agriculture.
b. Automation.
c. Machine tools.
d. Transportation.
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‘ 5. How many years has he been in the USSR?

a. One.
b. Two.
¢. Three.
d. Four.

6. The main idea of the letters is...

a. "I love studying Russian."

b. "The USSR has given me excellent training."

c. "I want to improve my reading skills.™

d. "Most scientific literature is published in Russian."

B. Watch the report and find the following words:

nMenn - named after: MHCTHMTYT MMeHK IIymKuHA
uHocTpaHHuit - foreign
Kadenpa - department (of a college): Ha Kadenpe pycCKoro siamka
oépazoBanme - education
néMomp - aid
pénkocTe - rarity
. 9BM = »JNexTPOHHO-BWYNCIIITEJIbHAas MamMHa - computer

C. Now fill in the blanks from the broadcast. The grammatical
endings have already been supplied:

B pasHHX ax HameH H O06y4awTCA
He CTYHOEHTH. byayune H,
H, H, A
CBO e B CCCP T C
H3Y4YeHHA oro a. B
OM € HapoagHoro XxozAHcTBa
IJlexaHoOBaA CTYOEHTH

NATHOECATH HalHoOHalJibHocTe{l. Ha

. npenonaBaTesAM NPHXOOHT afAd TeXHHKa:

&5
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He JIMHropoHHHe Ka6HHeTH — HNpaBHa, 3TO He

TaKaA YX 101971 a

HIU naxe. oasa H. A BOT

BpsAno JIM BH IIOKa ebBle YBHIAMTE Ha KaKol—HuH6ynp npyrofi

€ PYCCKOI'o sA3HKAa. — IropaocCThb

miiexaHoBLEeBRB. Ho 06 3TOM 4YyTb HO3Xe. CHayala

CO CTYyHeHTaMH.

D. Listen to the rest of the report. Determine whether the
following statements are true or false:

1. The woman from Kenya is graduating from the Plekhanov
Institute this year.

2. She took introductory Russian courses in Donetsk.

WKOJNBLHASA PEOOPMA Intermediate

The following report is about the end of the school term
after the first year of the Soviet’s academic reform. One of
the main features of the reform is that children will now be
starting school at age six, as opposed to age seven. This
change was first tried out in a number of schools for the
1984-85 academic year. ’

A. Listen to the report with the following questions in mind.

1. Soviet schools bear numbers, not names. What is this
school’s number?

2. How many letters did the children know at the beginning of
the year?

3. How high could they count?

4. What does the teacher say at the end of the year: how high
can the children count? How much can they read and write?

5. The reporter asks the vice-principal whether the children
have gotten used to going to school. Have they?
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B. Genitive of numbers: review and amplification. Read the
numbers out loud Bracketed figures remind you of the
importance of vowel reduction.

OBYX

TpéxX

YeTHPEX

naTH (nMTi)
mecTH

ceMit

BOCbMI [BachbMit]
neBsiTH [AMBHUTH]
necsTn [AUCUTH]
oOmNHHANNATH

aBaguaTH

TPURLATH

COpoOKa

NATHOECATH (MUTIOMCHUTH ]
mecTHREeCcATN {mMCTRANCHUTH ]
ceMHAecsiTH [cuMARMCHUTIH ]

BOCBMHIECSIT}? [BacCbMHIIOMCHTH ]
neBstHOCTa

cTa

IOBYXCOT

(The rest of the teens add an unstressed -u).

C. More on numbers: age descriptions. Read these forms aloud:

Adjective

Noun

OBYXNEeTHHIT (MAnBYMK) two-year old AByxnéTKa

TPEXNETHMNI

YyeTHPEXRIETHNt

NaTUIETHME [NUTHMASTHHI)
meCTHUNETHUA

ceMunéTHNit

BOCBMMNIETHMIX [BacbMHIETHHIL)
OeBATHNETHHH [OMBKTHNETHHIA)
necaTuaneTHuit [aucHTHIIE THM ]

TPéXJIETTKA

YeTMpEXIIETKA

NATHMAETKa [NMUTHUIETKa)
mecTHUIETKA

CeMHIIETKA

BOCBMHUJIETKA [BachbMHJIETKA]
OeBSITMJIETKa [AMBUTHUIETKA]
necsiTUIETKa [AMCHTHUIETKA ]

D. Listen to the school report again, and look for these words

and phrases:

3aBy4 - vice principal

3aHMMATBCHA C yCnéxoM - to do well in school

Mécsly

MPaBHUIIO MpaBONUCAaHMA -~ spelling rule

NPHUBHKHYTHL (OHM NPHUBNKJIN)
YMEThb CHYHMTATH
YXOONTh OT MAaMM

Y4HEeHHMK, Y4YEHMKN = NKOJbHHK, mMKOJBHUAKH
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WIKOJIA HA KOJECAX Intermediate High
A. Watch the report and answer the questions:

1. What, according to the teacher interviewed, are the
benefits of the computer bus?

2. What surprised the reporter?

3. What advantage are the children said to have over adults?

4. Why are busses used to teach computer technology?

5. Who else uses the bus to teach computer skills?

o

. Which of the following synonyms were used?

CKa3aTh npaBiy, Ha CaMOM Helle, IIOo CYTH Héilna,
OBJIAIEBANT, YYaTCH

H3YMHIJI, NOopa3nil, YOHBHJI

OOCTAJNH, HNOJYYHIH, KYIWIH, NOpHOGpeNH

OKA3HBAaKT $UHAHCOBYW NOOOEePXKY, OIJAYHBAKWT PacxXOnH, IJIATAT
3a

nRwNE

C. Use the broadcast to fill in the blanks:

XHTeJik 3TOro He6OoJNbHOI'o VXe IIPHUBHKIIH K
village

3ToH mKoJe . BHelilHe 3TOT aBTOO6YC HUUYeM He
on wheels

OT IOPYTHX, HO 3TO HMKOJIbHHH KJlacc Io

differs
KOMIIbWTePHOH TeXHHKH. OIINT IIOKa3HBaeT,
Positive
yTo 3BM noMoraeT y4dYeHHKaM penaThb 3anLiayMu. Ho
complicated
KaK—TO He BepHIIOCb, 4YTO pe6ATa TaK CnokKolHO (o]
deal
TaKHMH MAUHHAMH.
complicated
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WKOJILHME COBXO3H Intermediate High

A. Watch the report for the following information.

1. Where is this report from?

2. How many such schools are there?

3. What grades are the students in?

4. What are they learning to do?

5. How long is their work schedule?

6. How much are they paid? What do they have to do with the
money? When does it become theirs?

B. Professional functions. Which of the following
professional functions are the students taught to fuifill?
Which jobs are considered Heleilslecoo6opa3sBo for them?

CIyRHUTH TpenceXaTeieM
paéoTaThb arpoHOMOM
pPaGoTaTh G6YXIajaTepoM
PasoTaThs B PeBH3NMOHHON KOMHICHM
‘ IIPOM3BOMITh NOTpPAaBIMBaHUE
BHOCHTBL B IOYBY YHOGPEéHME H XMUMHUKATH
CO6HPAThL 6IURM M CBEKJA
pa6éoTaTh :cJécapeM
pacéoTaTrhb IUIOTHHKOM

Which of the above involve field labor? Which are "shop" jobs?

C. Use the the tape to find out how to say the following in
Russian:

technology of on-the-job safety -
experienced specialist -
final exams (for graduation) -
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SPORTS

Understanding sports reporters in nearly any foreign
language is difficult. Sportscasters the world over seem to be
afraid that if they don’t speak fast enough, they won’t get
paid. Nevertheless, the accompanying video, as well as knowing
in advance what you are listening for, will help you sort out
what’s what.

OPUCTANRIN Novice High
A. Watch the report with these questions in mind:

1. Who won the freestyle competition? What was the winner’s

nationality?
‘ 2. Where was the competition held?
3. Name one other person named in the competition.

B. Watch for these words:

NPHKOK Ha Jmkax - ski-jump

MOoBOPOT Ha -- rpaaycoB - (x)-degree turn

MoKas3aTs (NpUKOK, pe3yabTaT, etc.) - in sports: "That was so-
and so’s jump, score, etc." Tako# NpuxOK noxasana Hina
Nommuyk - That was Nina Polishchuk’s jump.

Kynka Mppa - world cup

Macrtep (MacTepoB) - world class athlete

cajpTO - summersault

12
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KIYE B BEIIOPOIE Intermediate

A. Watch this report for the following information:

1. What do people who belong to a kay6 snwéinresieit 3aKamnBaHus
do for fun?

2. How old is this club?

B. Here are some words you may need:

Jo6nTen 3akammsaHua - cold water enthusiasts
MOPX - walrus: xommdecTBO Mopxélt pactér

CJIOBA TPEHEPA Intermediate

A. Watch the report and answer these questions.

1. What sport is reported on?

2. What title did the Soviet all-star (ce66pHasi) team win?
‘ 3. Against whom did they play?

4. Summarize the coach’s remarks.

B. What do the following words mean?

nepron

HHYBA (2:2)

3a6ATh malicy

TpéHep

60J&abHUK - «5I XO4y cKas3aTh HAmHM OOPOTHMM 60JedbWHKAM, 4YTO MH
NOCTaBHIHU Nepel co6ofl 3amayy U €& BHIOJHHIHY.
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QYTBON Intermediate High

A. Watch the report and answer the questions:

1. Who won the soccer match? Who lost? What was said about
the victory?

2. Name four other teams involved in the world soccer
championship.

3. Where did the tennis match take place? Why was this match
of particular interest to Soviet viewers?

4. In which country did the equestrian competition take place?

B. Sports terminology - review. In which sentences were the
following words used:

GonénpuK

CONIEpHUK
‘ 3a6uBaTh / 23a6HTh roJ

HapyméHre npaBua
talm

Cc60pHas

HUYbLS

KOHHMI cniopT

7b
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CULTURAL EVENTS

The Soviet media is filled with reports of cultural events:
film festivals, theater openings, museum exhibits, and so on.

COBETCKAS BHCTABKA Novice High

A. The following report is on the the Soviet Union’s
participation in Japan’s Expo-85. The newscaster reports
that tcday is the Soviet Union’s "national day" at Expo.
The vice-chairman of the Council of Ministers led the
Soviet delegation. Expo’s planners took special note of
the USSR’s participation in the exhibition, pointing out
Soviet contributions to science and technology. The
speaker said he hoped that the exhibit wculd promote
Soviet-Japanese relations. A Soviet dance group performed

. afterwards. The newscaster adds that Expo’s main theme is
"Man, the environment and the use of science and

technology." Some facts and figures about the exhibit are
then cited.

B. Which of the following words did you hear in the broadcast?

BO rjaBé c - led by COBET MHHICTPOB
BucTaBka - exhibition TaHen

OpyR6a TEéXHUKA

lFop6aués TOpPXECTBEHHuH
HapoaW - peoples; nations TEéXHMKA

Hayka yrpoza sinepHmit BoitHil
HALMOHAJNBHMIA OeHb nepeMOHUs

NEéCHA aBiasgerca - "is"
npodconz
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C. Now answer the following questions on facts and figures.
In previous exercises you came across some numbers in the
nominative case. You will now need to be familiar with
these numbers in genitive. Note the place of stress:

aBa - ABYX

TpH - TpéxX

yaTipe - YyeTHpéx

nATH - naTv [muTh)
mecThb - mecTmn

ceMb - ceMM

BOCeMb - BOCBMH [BaceMA]
OeBATH - OeBATH [(nuBUTH]
HecsAThb - HnecsTr [mucuTR]

1. How many months has Expo-85 been open?
2. How many people have been to Expo during that time?
3. How many people have been in the Soviet pavillion?

OECTHUBANL B BEPJIMHE Intermediate

A. Listen to the following two reports from Berlin. Keep the
following questions in mind.

1. What does I'lP stand for?

2. A Soviet delegation headed by Grishin has arrived in Berlin
for a celebration. What is the occasion?

3. Four Soviet groups will be performing in Berlin. Look at

the list and pick the groups which were actually mentioned
in the broadcast:

(a) The Bolshoi Opera (b) USSR State Symphony
(c) Taganka Theater (d) The Raikin Comedy Team
(e) Aleksandrov Army Chorus (f) Leningrad Music Hall
(g) Acrobats and gymnasts (h) Circus performers

4. What exhibits will NOT be seen:

(a) sculpture (b) film (c) architecture (d) books
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B. More number practice. Read the genitive case of these
numbers aloud. Note the place of stress:

cTO - cTa

ABECTH - ABYyXCOT

TpHCTa : - TpéxcoT

YyeTHpecTa - 4eTMpEXCOT

MATHCOT [IMTHCOT] - nATHCOT [NMUTHCOT)
mecTLCOT - mecTHCOT

CeMbCOT - CceMHuCcoT

B0CEeMbCOT [BaceMbCcOT]) - BOCBMMCOT [BachbMMCOT]
AEBATLCOT [AUBUTHCOT] - AEeBATHCOT [AMBHUTHCOT]
THcA4Ya [THC-~4a] or [Tama)] - THCSuM, TMcad [Tec-umu], [TRCHY)
Note also cCOTHH - "hundreds of..."

Now fill in the blanks following the report from Berlin:

B TeuéHne nHeil coBeTcKue Macrepa

‘ MCKYCCTB NanyT B BepimiHe M B Apyrvx ropomax I'ZIP 6oJee

KOHLIePTOB. C MX CIEKTaKJIsMH,
BMCTYIUIEHNAMM Ha KOHIEPTAaX, YaCTh KOTOPHX G6YAET TPaHCMPOBATLCH

o0 TeJeBMAEeHHID, ITO3HAKOMATCSH THCHY

Tpynsmuxca 'AP.... B 3TH MHHYTM, KOrma MAET mporpaMMa «BpeMsa»,

B 60JIbIIOM 3aJie ABOplLA, BMemawiieM

spuTtednell, HauMHaeTcs NpasmHUYHHA

KOHUEePT. ...
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ONEPA «YEPEBHUKH» Intermediate High

A. Watch the report and answer these questions.

1. Who wrote the music for the opera?

2. Which best characterizes this work: fantasy, tragedy,
social commentary, or polemic?

3. From what author’s work is the story line taken?

4. Whom did the director ask to participate in the
performance?

B. Would you be interested in seeing this performance? Why or
why not?
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CONSUMER GOODS AND SERVICES

In recent years Soviet television has devoted more and more
time to discussion of the consumer economy. Fashion, food, and
alcohol are prominent in media discussions. How do you imagine
the Soviet media handle each of these topics? Watch the
reports below, and do the exercises given. Keep an eye out for

whether your expectations of what you will see and hear matches
what is shown.

TOBAPN M3 BBETHAMA Novice High

A. Watch this report to find out:

1. What product does Vietnam ship toc the USSR?
2. At which two times of the year is there a high demand for

. this product?
, 3. What other products does Vietnam produce for the Soviet

wonen’s market?

B. Use context to pick the meanings of these words:

rso3gnKa: carnation violet houseplant lilac
WBEAHNK ¢ exporter florist fruitgrowver clothesmaker
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HOY B BEPJIMHE Novice High

A. Watch this report to find out:
1. What sort of show was this?

2. How many participants were there?
3. How big was the audience?

B. Russian has a number of words for competition. Determine
which ones you heard in this report:

cocTta3aHne - contest; game
__ copepHoBanue - contest; competition (in sports, for example)
__ kOHKypc - competition (for a place in college, for instance)

___  EKOHKYpPéHIMua - process which describes xoHKypc

‘ C. Hundreds and thousands: Review. As you have seen, numbers
play a large part in any televised report. Review the
numbers of tens, hundreds, and thousands out loud. Pay
attention to stress and reduction problems. Particularly
tricky areas are indicated in phonetic brackets.

TENS HUNDREDS THOUSANDS

aBanuaTh ABécCTH OBe TiCcAMM [THCHM]
TPHUALATDH TPHUCTA TPHU THCAYK "
cOpok yeTMpecTa yeTMpe THCAYM "
NATHAECAT [mMAaMcsT ) NS ThCOT [mTCcoT) NATHL TMCSY [THCHY]
WECThAECAT [mMM3OUCAT ] WecCTbCOT mecTh THCHY "
CeMbREeCHT [CéMBOUCHT ] CeMbCOT CeMb THCSY "

BOCeMbHECAT [BOCHMOMCHT] BOCEMBCOT [BacHMcCOT] BOCeMb THCHY u
REeBAHOCTO [AuBHHOCTA ] OEBATHCOT [BMBHTCOT] REBATHL THCHAY "
cTO THCaYaA [TeicHuy4a) NECATH THCRY "
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HOBHI RYPHAIl MOJ Novice High

A. This report is about the reshaping of a new fashion
magazine. Watch the report for the following information:

1. Fashion houses from a number of cities were represented at
the opening for this magazine. What cities were
represented?

2. How many copies of each issue will be printed?

3. Which one of the following statements did vou hear in the
revort?

a. Since the new offices for the magazine will be located on
Kuznetsky Most, Kuznetsky Most will become the street of
Soviet fashion.

b. The magazine will be hiring reporters from France, Italy,
and America to do fashion reviews.

c. Vogue and Glamour will be establishing editorial offices in
Moscow to bring word of Soviet fashion to the United
States.

B. Key phrases:

BypHasl cCymecTByeT y®e 60Jiee COpPOkKa JieT - The magazine has
existed for over 40 years.

CoBepméHHO HM3MEeHMJAch ero KoHuérms - It’s concept has changed
entirely.
Moménb (oHa) design, pattern (not "model" like Christie Brinkley)

M3NABATHCA ... THPaXOM - to be published with a circulation of
... COpies

yaBoutcs ~ will double
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KOHIEPT Intermediate

A. Watch the report to find out:

1. Where did the concert take place?

2. What is everybody celebrating?

3. The report notes that Soviet trading firms participated in
the events for the first time. What are some of their
nanes?

4. What sorts of items were displayed?

5. What does the Czech rock star wish for all women?

6. Where is singer Radig Foments from?

B. Use the report to find out how to say:

new clothing designs
the best dressed man in the hall
I wish all our women happiness and love

C. Prizes for performances - Note these words:

BMKTOPMHA - quiz contest

aykIMOH - auction

noéegMTenb - winner

JaypeaTr - winner

o6ramaTesnb «rpaH nNpu3» — winner of the Gran Prix

KOHEKYpC - contest

3acaykeHHHt apTiicT - title given to award-winning performers
ydacTHHK decTnBana - festival participant

copeBHOBaHHe - competition

COpPEeBHYNCb, COpPEeBHOBAJICA - compete

D. Holiday Greetings:

NMoznpaBasiv (KOoro-yuro c HeM): Mo3APaBIA® BAC C NPAIMAHHUKOM!
HenaTth / noxenaTnsr (KOMy Hero): Eesaw BaM CHACTbSH!
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APMSIHCKASL OBYBb Intermediate

A.

2.

4.
5..

6.
7.

8.
9.

10.

B.

This report touts the quality of shoes produced by a
Yerevan factory. Listen for the following information.

Then determine whether the report was essentially upbeat or
critical.

What is special about the factory that produces these
shoes?

How long has this operation been in business?

At what trade fair are these shoes to go on display?
How many designs are displayed?

How many shoes does this factory turn out in an average
month?

How many new designs are produced per week?

What is the maximum number of shoes produced for an
individual design?

What is the brand name of the shoes produced here?

What countries have become partners in this Yerevan
operation?

The shoe production here was 700,000 last year. What is
the goal set for the end of the five-year plan?

Shoetown words:

o6yBb (OHa: Yero- o06yBu) - footwear
canoxHutt - adj. for shoemaking: canéwxHoe uMckKyccrso - the

cobbler’s art

canokHMK - cobbler; shoemaker
canor (oHM: camorm) - boot
napa (4ero) - pair

C.

Other words you will need for this report:

ssipMapka - trade fair
Mopéns (oHa) - design; pattern

(not model like Christie Brinkley)

Mapka - brand name
sapy6éxuuit -~ foreign
naTunérka [murunérxa] - five year plan

83




LISTENING COMPREHENSION: CONSUMER GOODS AND SERVICES PAGE 52

D. Practice with numbers in genitive. Review:

As you can see from this report, numbers in newscasts are
given mostly in the genitive because they occur in
constructions such as:

PREPOSITION EXAMPLE

OKoOJiIo - approxXimately OKOJIO ABYXCOT MamMH

cBume (6ollee) - more than cBume TpéEX MHIUIMOHOB py6nelt
HixXe (MéHee) - less than HMeHee NSITHCOT “YellOBeK

no - as much (many) as o mBaguaTH IATH I'PagycoB
n3 (or, c) - from H3 CeMHOECHATH MNATH CTPaH

Note that a number in genitive (or any other declined
case) declines for every digit: "of 55" = NATHAECATH NATH.

In many cases there is a stress shift, and that leads to
severe vowel reduction, which is noted below in brackets.
It is important to practice the reduction because if you Jo
not expect to hear it, you will miss the number on tape.

OOHOro, omuoit wecTn

OBYX ceMn

Tpéx BOCbMI [BacbMH]
YeTHpExX OeBATH [AUBHUTHI]
MNATH [NMATH] mecaTn [AMCHTH]
Teens:

Drop -» and add -u. Don’t change the stress:
OOVHHAAIATH, HABEeHAAUaTH, etc.

Tens:

aBanuaTH [ZXBaUMTH] WeCTHRECATH [WMCTHAMCHUTH]
TPUALATH [TPHUUMTHA] CeMHBOecCsTH [CHMAAKCHUTH]
copoka [capaka] BOCBMIOECATH [BacChbMIAHUCHUTI]
NATHAECATN [MMTHAUCHUTH) OeBRHOCTA [AMBHUHOCTA)]
Hundreds:

cTa, ABYXCOT, TP&EXCOT, 4YEeTWPEXCOT, NATHCOT, mWeCTHUCOT,
CeMHCOT, BOCEMMCOT, REeBATHCOT

‘ Thousands:
THCAYM, RBYX TMCAY, TPE&EX THCAY, HeTMPEX THCAY, NATH THCAY, etc.
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Millions:
MMIIIMOHA, OBYX MMJUIMOHOB, NATHM MMWIIINOHOB, etc.

Billions:
MMANMApLA, ABYX MIJUIMAPAOB, TPéx MMuiumapnos, etc.

XJIEB i1 KARIOOI'O M3 HAC Intermediate High

A. Watch this report on bakeries, and answer the questions.

1. Who had complained about poor bread quality?

2. What corrective measures were taken in Saratov?

3. What problem remains in the Moscow area?

. 4. What was the complaint in Volgograd?

5. éummarize the comments of the speakers interviewed:
Speaker 1 (white-haired man):
Speaker 2 (man with glasses):
Speaker 3 (one of two young women):
Speaker 4 (older white-haired woman):
Speaker 5 (woman with glasses):

6. What were some of the reasons the manager gave for the poor
screction?

7. What did the commentator have to say about the distinction
made between xae6Hhe omdesn and 6YAOYHHE?

B. What do the following words mean?
neKapHa -

6yJIOuHas -
xné6uut oTnén (MarasiHa)

o]
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C. Use context to figure out the meanings of the following
statements:

1. IpencraBHTellH Xde60-TeKapHo#l MPOMHIIJIEHHOCTH COOGWAKT, 4YTO
no npoch6e nokynaTtellefl npoBoRATCA 6cJibllafd pa6oTa MNO
YBeJIHYEeHHD XJIe60—6YJIOYHIX H3AeliMil Manofl MacCH, KOTOpHe
NOAb3IYIOMCSI NOBHUEHHNM CNPOCOM.

2. ATOT Xile6 NnoAb3yemcst odeHb MAAE€HbKUM CnpocoM CO CTOPOHH
nokyinaTeileH.

3. OcHoOBHaA NpPHYHHA XaJao06 NokKymnaTtellel — HeuémKast pa6oTa
XJe:603aBOIOB.

4. Xne6 HopMallbHHil, HO 6JIHxe K Beuepy, Xxje6a HeT.

5. B nepByw oyepenb CHAab6XKAWTCA BCce 6ynquue.'u JIMmb Iocie -—
XJIe6HHe OTXIEeJH.

D. Abbreviations with -xoMm. Contemporary Russian is filled
‘ with word abbreviations. Some of the most common end in
-#xoM. In this report you heard the store manager report
that she had written to the executive committee of the city
of Volgcgrad. Listen for how to say "executive cornmittee"

in Russian and then figure out the meanings of these
committees:

parixomM -
napTKoM -
MEeCTKOM -

E. Synonyms: which word in eac. of the following groups of
synonyms was used?

B CBO& BpeMA, Korza—To B MHpPOIJIOM
HUYero He KYMNHB, C IIYCTHMH PYKAaMH
Heniioxoll, HOpMaJIbHHH, NPHIAYHHHA
anMMHHCTpPAaTOp, IHPEKTOpP, 3aBénywomHi
Ha4aJbCTBO, PYKOBOOCTBO, yNpaBiIéHHe

Nk wh=
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YAl Intermediate High

A. Listen to the report and find out:

1. What part of the country is this report from?

2. How much of the country’s tea does the area mentioned
produce?

3. How are people encouraged to drink tea?

4. What is served in the disco bar?

5. What has happened to the sale of alcoholic beverages since
this project was undertaken?

6. What products have taken up the slack of alcohol sales?

B. Note the following words:

(Ckonpko) mpuxomur Ha mOM (4ero) - So-and-so accounts for x
amount: <60 NPOUEHTOB NPHXOAHUT Ha HOJW 3TOro paHoHad.

ypamuBaTh - to grow (a crop)

NOKOJIEHHe - generation

Tpé3Buit

ye6pén - thyme

Msita - mint

TpaBa - herbs; grass

Aroga

nnon (mnons) - fruit(s)

MHOTOJIDAHO = MHOI'0 Hapomy

o6cTaHoéBKa - surroundings

cnoco6¢cTBOBaTL (HeMy) - encourage (+ abstract noun)

cokpaméume - cut-back > coxpamarb(cs) / COKpPaTHUTBL(CH)
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C. Now fill in the blanks. Use the report you just listened
to as a model.

1. Bollee ceMHIEeCATH NATH IPOLEeHTOB IPOU3BOACTBA

sToro paloHa.

2. TpaaMuMH, KOTOPHE CBA3aHH C IPOU3BOIACTBOM yadA MepeNawTcA U3

B

3. 3ToT uyall 3aBapHBaeTCA C uYe6pelloM, C MATOH M C IOPYTrHMH

» HNPHIABIUKMH HAIIHKTKY

HENIOBTOPHMHH BKYyC.

4. B ywTHOH mOo OOMalIHEMY MOXHO

NOr'oBOPUTL C HOPY3bAMH HIIK NPOCTO OTHOXHYTDH.
5. WHULIHATHBHOCTb, HACTOHUYHBOCTL, IOHUCK pPacoOTHHKOB TOPIrOBIJIIH

HeMaJio cloco6CcTBoOBal YHOTpe6GIICHH B

ropoxne airoroJibHHX
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O®PYKTOBMNE HOOBABKH Advanced

This report is about an exhibition on fruit additives set
up by Gosagroprom, the state agricultural industrial
organization.

A. Watch the report and answer the questions.

1. What is the main point of the report?

a. Fruit additives result in healthier, more cheaply processed
foods.

b. Manufacturers can best use fruit for non-alcoholic
products.

c. New food processing methods permit a wider variety of
preserves.

d. Consumers should switch from sugar and starch desserts to
fruit.

2. What is the one critical aspect of the report?

a. The new products have not received wide distribution.
b. People steadfastly refuse to buy the new products.

c. The new products have been improperly packaged.

d. The new products are good for you but unappetizing.

3. Who was not represented at the exhibit?

a. The Nutrition Research Institute.

b. The dairy, bread, and meat industries.
c. Food processors from the USSR republics.
d. The Soviet Ministry of Trade.

C. Useful words

nopomkit - powder mix

cupb& - raw products

HOBMHKA - novelty

coxpamaTtes / coxpaTiTh - to cut back

cnUpT - alcohol

Técto - dough

Hay4dHO-HCCNénoBaTenbCKkuit MHTCTUTYT (HMM) - research institute
O6MECTBEHHOE NMHUTAHME - public nutrition

usnéme - food product

<<
~3




]

LISTENING COMPREHENSION: CONSUMER GOODS AND SERVICES PAGE 58

D. Find out how to say the following in Russian:

milk products -

fruit additives -
berry additives =~
candy manufacturers -
applesauce -

ANITEYHOE YIPABJIEHHUE MOCKBM Advanced
A. Watch the report for the following information:

1. Name one of the things that the reporter complains about in
his piece on the Moscow pharmaceutical distribution center.

2. What does the director say about how much longer this
situation is likely to continue?

3. Why isn’t the distribution center automated?

‘ B. Words you will need:

cknap (Ha ckiame) - warehouse
nonco6Hoe noMeménme - basement housing
BHBecKa - sign

omyménne - feeling

nanayeBHut - deplorable

BpeMeHHM - temporary

MoccoBeT - Moscow City Council

cayx6a sapaBoxpauénmst — health services

C. In what contexts were the following expressions used?

PasBe BO3MOXHA B Taxoll TeCHOTé aBTOMATH3AaUHSA NPOH3BOACTBA?
A 3T0 CTOJIMYHOE anTekoyipaBiiéHHe!

NepBoe omyméHMe 6MJI0 "He TyHma IO JIKY.

XoTenoch 6M BHCKa3aTh HaAéxay Ha TO, HMTO PacCHMOTpeH 6ymeT

BOIPOC, HTOG6M MW BMEeCTe CO CAYR60#f 3ApaBOXPaHEéHHA GMIM
Xax~-TO PSiOOM.
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FEATURE FILMS

The Soviet film industry, after years of dedication to
revolutionary fervor (as personified by Sergei Eisentein,
Pudovskin and Dovzhenko in the early period of Soviet power)
began to feel comfortable with the notion of commercial film-
making in the 1970s. A prime example of such a commercial film
is «Bonbmas nepemeHa», produced by Mosfilm for Soviet
television in 1974.

Boabuiass nepemeHa is no cinematic tour de force. But it is
enjoyable and easy to follow even with a minimum amount of
comprehension skills. As in the exercises that you have done
before, do not try to understand every word. Do only what is
asked of you. Use the pictures on the screen and the context
of the situation to help you along. And enjoy!

BOJNIbWASA NIEPEMEHA, YACTb I

boabulast nepeMeHa is a popular 1974 made-for-television
movie, set in a Southern Russian industrial city. The hero,
Hecmop IlempoBuu CeBepoB, is a brilliant college graduate who
becomes an adult education teacher. As you will see, the
adults in his class are really just grown-up children.

In Part I, Nestor takes his graduate entrance exams. Keep
in mind that graduate study in the Soviet Union is taken much
more seriously than in the United States, and competition for
the handful of slots in each institution is fierce. Entrance
exams are oral. Graduate degrees are also taken more
seriously. The degree of xaHdudam HayKk is more prestigious
than our master’s degree, but not quite equivalent to an
American doctorate. A Joxmop Hayx, however, has completed the
most rigorous of requirements, including a published
dissertation. The degree is awarded to few and is practically
unattainable before the onset of middle age.

The other characters you will meet in Part I are npogieccop
Buxmop HBaHoBuY BoaocbK, NloauHa, and BaHs. As you watch the
film, determine what role each plays.
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A. As you watch the film keep the following questions in mind.

1. What sort of student is Néstor?

2. What is Vanya’s relationship to Polina? Does it change?

3. What "line" does Néstor use to introduce himself to Polina?

4. How far along is Néstor is his studies?

5. What is Néstor’s major?

6. Polina calls Vanya. Where does she tell him to meet her?

7. What is the surprise in store for Vanya?

8. Why is Polina at the institute on the day of Néstor’s exam?

9. Is Néstor worried about the outcome of the exam?

10. What form does the exam take?

11. wWwhat exchange takes place between Polina and Professor
Volosyuk?

12. Volosyuk tells Nestor: Hcmuna (truth) dopoxe. What is the
outcome of the exam?

13. In -its narrow meaning nayxa is usually translated as
science. 1Is that meaning appropriate in this film?

14. What happens to the relationship between Nestor and Polina
after the exam?

15. what does Polina say about Vanya as a friend?

B. You will find the following phrases helpful:

PazpemiTe BaMM BOCXMNATHBCA - Allow me to compliment you...
Bu MeHa noctolium -~ You are worthy of me.
peanne cnaBsiHe -~ ancient Slavs

CaJIOGH ANt HOBOGPA4HMX - store for newlyweds

AoragHBaTbCA - guess

3Ha4YUT, He Bospaxaemb’ = So you have no objectlons°

Apyroéro roaapa HeT - There’s nothing else in stock.

6oasmoe rope - mlsery

NOSIBHJICR XKOHKYPEHT - a competitor (applicant) has shown up

NMPOoBaNHTBLCA (MPOBANNCh, NMpoBaMmbcs) - to fail (in school, on
an exam, etc.)

conépnnx - rival, competitor: conépmmriecTBo

COoMHeBaThLCA - doubt

né6Hoe MécTo - place of execution or beheading

HOBast ny6nnxauns

B He BHHOBATM - You’re not to blame.

cRaBaThLCH (cnancs, cmaémbca) - give up

poxnarbcs 3aHoBO -~ to be reborn from the start

yMHHIA =/= raynény

He NOHATHL (nO6HAJN) MCTHHHOE rpu3BaHHe - not realize one’s true
calling in life

TpyC = coward

rpanxa - rag (11tera11y and figuratively)

OKA3MBaTh / OKa3aidThb (KOMy) MOMONmMb = IIOMOTATh
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BOJIbIIAAA NEPEMEHA, YACTb II

Part II opens with Nestor Severov’s first look at his new
place of employment: a local school, which in the evenings
serves the working community as a school for high school
equivalency.

As part of his rites of initiation, Nestor is made kaaccunii
pykospodumeab of the school’s worst group, class 9~A (ninth
grade, group A). The kaaccHuli pykoBodumeab is somewhat like a
homeroom teacher, but he has many more responsibilities: he
answers for the students’ attendance, as well as the general
course of their work over the school year.

The characters you will meet in this segment are given in
their order of appearence.

Téra Tnama — ropuyvyYHaA

JHpeTOp WMKOJH

TaTbAHa IlnaBiIOBHa— 3aBy4 (vice-principal)

CBeTildaHa AdaHACbEeBHA — YUYHTEJIbHHIA PYCCKOI'O A3HKa

I'puropufl TaHka — <«TPYOHHH» y4YeHHK

Hénanu JiemHéBa -~ yudeHHUA

JlemnéB — ee ortelu (played by Evgeny Leonov, one of the USSR’s
most prolific character actors).

OTTO OYKHH — yUYeHHK-YKpaliHell

I'éHa JlAnumeB — Y4YeHHMK, paGoTawuuil BTOpY® CHMEHY

A. Watch this segment paying attention to the following:

1. Who does the cleaning lady think Nestor is? What is her
comment when she finds out the truth?

2. What are socme of the differences between children and
adults as students?

3. What paper does Nestor accidentally give the principal
instead of his diploma?

4. Why are all the teachers so excited about Nestor’s arrival?

5. Where is Nestor sent to look for Ganzhi. Who does Ganzha
take Nestor for?

6. What happens when Nestor first enters the classroom?

7. What does he ask Nelli Lednyova to do?

8. Why do all the students laugh at Nestor’s threat to her?

9. What happens when Nestor asks his first question (on Otto
Bismarck)?

10. What does Nestor promise to do for Lyapishev?
11. Why does Ganzha get a two on his composition?
12. what argument does Nelli have with her father?
13. Who turns out to be the Lednyovs’ next door neighbor?
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B. Useful words

oTrcTtaBaTh (OoTcTaw) / OTCTaTh (OTCTAaHy) (Mo 4YeMy) - to be behind
(in something)

npuBecT (YTro-KOoroj B nopsmok - to straighten (something) up

npsATaThCa (Npsivych, npsivercK) / cnpsirtathc® - to hide (oneself)

Hu nyxa (BaM) HM nepa - Break a leg. (The standard answer to
this is K 4épty! which Nestor is hesitant to say to an
elderly superior).

crapocta - "class president" The ctapocTta is responsible for
reporting attendance to the knaccHH} pyKoBoauTenb. He is
also supposed to help those students who are doing poorly.

BM3MBaTL / BM3BaTh (BN30BYT) KOro-%uro Kyaa - to call someone
(e.g. parents) in; BusBaTh (y4eumxad) - to call on (a
student)

npoxoanuTs / npoliTk maTepHan - to cover material (in class)

o6emaTts (o6emawT) xXxoMy - to promise

BecTit ce6s1 - to behave (said of people only): He ymeeulb ceést
BeCmu B KyAbmypHOM oeéulecmse!

caM, caMa, caMu + adj. - You’re the one that’s... CaM cyxéit,
caM 4épcTBuit! -~ You’re the one who’s dry and brittle!

. BIWGASTLCH / BIWGATHECH (B koro-yuro) - to fall in love (with

someone.

C. Who says the following things and in what contexts are they
said?

9TOT HeCHOCHHH I'aHXa ONATb CHNPATAJCA OT MeHA!

JyH oTcwona, ysanai!

KaKk BH o6palaeTeCh C ydyHTenbHHLe!

CeHyac xe mnpekpaThTe 6a3ap!

Bl 3amépxuBaeTe Kiacc!

MH 3TO He MNpPoOXOoaMIIH!

X6nump B mKOJy, XOOMmb, a MOTOM 6au! Bropad cMéHa...! — You

spend your time going to school, and then zap! You have to
work second shift!

{ MoroBOpKX C BAaWKMM HAYAJNbLCTBOM.
T'on!

BH MHe INOHPABHTECH, KOr'a HaMuHmeTe COYHHEeHHe Ha IMAThb.
B TBOHM I'oll He 6€érawT B WKOJY!
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D. Song at the end of Part 1.

MH BH6HpaeM, HAacC BH6HPaWT,
Kak 3TO 4YacTo He coBHapaeT.
A 3a TOo60W CilenAy®» TeHbD,

fl Np¥BHKaAKW K HeCOBIaNeHHAM.

A npuBHKaw, A Tebe pana,

TH He ys3Haemb, Ia H He Hamo,

TH He y3Haellb H He ToMoxemb. ..

YTO HEe CIIOXKHIIOCh, BMeCTe He CJIOXHIb.

KTo OmWKG6&TCAHA, KTOo yranmnaer?
PasHoe cyacThbe HaM BHINAaHnaeT.
YacTo MpPOCTOe KaxeTCA BBIOPHHM,
YEépHoe 6elHM, 6eJioe YEPHHM.
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BOJIbUIAA NEPEMEHA, YACTb IIIX

In this episode Nestor tries to adjust to his new life.

His first job, of course, is to gain control over the unruly
9-A class. He also must deal with the plant where the students
work to free up time so that they can attend school.

B.

CEPLE3HMA PA3IOBOP M:EANY IAHEOR M CBETJAHA AQOAHACLEBHOHR
Watch this segment paying attention to the following:

How does Ganzha entice Svetlana Afanasievna up to his
apartment?

What does Svetlana Afanasievna want to talk to Ganzha
about?

What do we find out about Ganzl.a and Svetlana once they are
in the apartment?

What does Ganzha threaten to do if Svetlana doesn’t begin
giving him good grades?

Useful words

nepecTymnarTh/nepecTyninTb nopor - to cross the threshold

(entrance) .

nBOEYHMK = YUYeHHK, KOTOpHH moJiyyaeT HBOHKH
CKpMBATBL/CKPMTL (CKpdemb) - to hide
(xomy) namoéno - (someone) is fz. up: MHe HadoeAo Bce 3mo

CKpHNBanmb !

Bcé octanercs no mnpéxHeMy - Everything will stay the sane.

c.

Find out how to say in Russian:

You’ll never give me an A!
To switch schools
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2, HECTOP NIPMHUMAETCS 3A PABOTY

A. 1In this part we meet Gena Lyapishev’s foreman, Petrykin.
Watch the text with thz2se questions in mind.

1. What does the principal give Nestor a pep talk about?

2. How does she define the job Nestor has ahead of him?

3. What motivates her zcncern?

4. Nestor goes to the plant to get Lyapishev switched to first
shift so that he can attend school at night. How does the
boss react to Nestor’s suggestion that Lyapishev trade
shifts with Petrykin, his foreman?

5. How does Petrykin react to the suggestion? How does he
compare himself to Nestor?

6. What does Nestor want to prove to Petrykin?

7. How do Nelli’s feelings about Nestor become apparent at the
plant?

8. What does Fukin’s wife think when Nestor first comes to see
why her husband is never in class?

B. Useful expressions:

NMPOU3BOACTBEHHHK

nocemath WKOJay - to attend school (i.e. not cutting class)
TakKe WTYYKM NAXHYT CYAOM - Tricks like that smell of trouble

in court.

nocraHosnéuue (o 4eM) - set of guidelines: Bw wumaau HoBoOe

nocmaHoBAeHUe O BedepHeli wxoae?

o6xoaiThcst/o6ofiTHCL (6e3 uwero) - to do (without something): Tym

6e3 BHcuweli MameMamuKu He oé6olidéubcs.

XMOT - jerk
HaTBOPATh - to cause a mess: 4 OH YMO HamBOPUA?

1.
2.
3.
5.
6.

7.

HECTOP M T'AHEA
Watch this segment.

Why has Nestor come to Ganzha’s house?

How does Ganzha explain Svetlana’s portrait on the wall.
How does Nestor interpret matters?

What does Ganzha say about Svetlana’s feelings for him?
What does Nestor tell Ganzha about how he should channel
his feelings?

Why is Nestor surprised when he comes back to get the bags
that Svetlana "forgot"?

What does Nestor tell Svetlana at school? How does she react?
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B. Useful expressions.

HEBARHO = ILIOXO
mAJIOBATHLCSR: XAJdywch (HAa Koro-uro) - to complain

nosenénne - behavior: Jleflo B TOM, YTO MH He 3HaeM NPHYHHY Moeroc
noBelneHHA.

 MOAYY~AThCR/NMONYyHATHCR - to turn out (good or bad): 3Ta

doTorpadusa oveHb yHayHO MNOJNYYHJIIACh.

OTHOCHTBCH (K KOoMy-ueMy) -~ to feel (about someone): Kak oHa K
BaM OTHOCHTCHA?

MemdTh (XOMy menmath uro) - to interfere (with someone’s doing
something)

Hao6opdT ~ just the opposite; au contraire

yRenATh/yRennuTs (KOMy-uHeMy) BHMMaHME - to pay attention (to
something)

C. How do you say the following in Russian?

You and I have to do something about you!
This is a pretty nice place you have here.
If he loved me, he’d get A’s and B’s.

4. HA YPOKE

A. Watch this segment and answer the questions. Note that the
younger students refer to Stepan Lednyov using the short
form of his oT4yecTBo alone: CTremaHW4Y to show warm
familiarity.

1. Why is Nestor sitting in on this class?
2. What writer is Fukin reporting on?

3. What does Nestor say after class about Svetlana’s treatment
of Ganzha?

B. Useful expressions:

npuyecatscs - to comb one’s hair

YPOHHTL - to drop: 3TO KOHEeYHO BH YPOHHIH KHHCY!
K mocké!

«5 Bac JGIN»... CKasaja Oawra Jiunckas OGJIOMOBY.. .
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5. HECTOP CEBEPOB H BAHS OEINOCKHH

A. Watch the encounter between Nestor and Polina’s old flame
Vanya.

1. What is Nestor’s purpose in seeing Vanya?
2. What position does Vanya have in class?

3. How does Nestor try to make Vanya show respect for him as a
teacher?

4. What does Vanya assume about Nestor and Polina?
5. What is Nestor led to believe about Polina and Vanya?
6. What conversation takes place between Vanya and Nelli?

B. Useful expressions:

HenoouéHnBaTh - to underestimate
HeBécTa - fiancée: OH xmeHuAacss Ha Moeli HeBecme.

C. Who says the following?

1. You think love is people sighing on a park bench? 1It’s
life’s hard truth: hellish torture!
2. He’s not my type. But he’s okay as a teacher.

6. HECTOP CIHIACAET ®EJQOCKHMHA

A. In this segment Vanya is involved in an industrial accident
and needs a blood transfusion.

1. Why does Nestor insist on giving blood for Vanya’s
transfusion?

2. Whose blood does Vanya think he has received?

3. What does he say when he finds out the truth?

4. What was said about "Nestor’s great victory over Petrykin’s
selfishness"? What does that mean for Lyapishev?

B. Useful words.

nepeil®BaHNEe KpPOBM

coBnagars/coBnacte - to coincide, to be the same: Y Bac moxem
He coBnacmb 2pynna KpoBU.

éoanereHs - doctor’s excuse (for work missed)

3anac - reserve: Y Hac ecmb CBOU 3anach KpOBU.

(xoMy) manxo (xoro=-uro) - MHE Cmapuxa XaAKo.

M3BHYTPA - from within

3rom3M - selfishness > sroucr
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1.
2.

4.
5.
6.

B.

OCTCYTCTBOBaThb : Kmo omcymcmByem?
ss6ena - tattle-tale: On ®kaaAyemcss Ha Hac KOMy-mo, MOXem 6nmb

B3JjleTéTh - to take off (of a plane): Camoaem He B3Aemum!
M3THaATL (OTKynAa) = BWIrHaTh

YCHYTb

CHUCXOXOéHHe - condescension, coddling

C.

I dozed off in class
I am not worthy of any coddling.
They called me too late. Otherwise I wouldn’t have let you

TAHRY 3AEBEPAJIX B MIWINIMO, JUOIMOEB CBEXAILL...

In this segment Svetlana reports that while at work Ganzha
was arrested for "deriding another human being" (uzdeBa-
meAbcmBO Had ueAoBexom). When Nestor notes that Ganzha’s
arrest will require that a member of his family be called
into school, Svetlana breaks down and cries: q npuwaa. If
that weren’t enough, Lyapishev, for whom Nestor has fought
so hard, betrays his teachers. All of these events have
taken its toll on Severov. Watch the segment and find out:

What is Svetlana forced to tell Nestor?

What happens once Lyapishev is free of his second shift
duties?

What do the students decide about their behavior in class
once Nestor is asleep.

Describe Nestor’s dream.

Why does Nestor go to see the principal after he wakes up.

Of what does the principal accuse him? What does she order
him to do?

Vocabulary

dupexmopy!

Based on the film, how would you say:

into class.
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BOJIbIIASA NEPEMEHA UYACTbL IV

Part IV shows us Nestor at his best. His nemesis Vanya
Fedoskin feels obligated to return to school because of
Nestor’s life-saving blood donation. He enters the class still
in his hospital garb, apologizing for not having brought his
bookbag.

Meanwhile Ganzha, up to his old tricks, has been ordered by
his supervisor at work to attend class in the presence of a

police officer. He manages to make a fcol of both teachers and
the cop.

Aleksandr Petrykin, the plant foreman is still smarting
from having been tricked into giving up bhis first shift so that
Gena could go to school. Now Petrykin comes back to make sure
that whatever ‘remaining free time Gena has is spent
"culturally": no dances, no ferris wheels, and no girlfriend.

Back at - "hool Svetlana is now convinced that Ganzha'’s poor
performance in school means that he really doesn’t love her.
Ganzha returns home from his last "probationary" meeting with
his police guardians to an unpleasant surprise. Watch for the
fight between Sveta and Ganzha. Find out why Nestor refuses to
intercede on Ganzha'’s behalf.

Over at Nelli’s house Lednyov has gone back to his books,
but he finds himself too tired to study seriously. He decides

to try sleep learning ("”Hayunuuii mMemod"), which produces
hilarious results later.

Nelli herself is still secretly after Nestor’s heart and
constantly bakes him things to eat, which she has Tetya Glasha

deliver. An incident in class gives her secret activity away,
much to her distress.

Despite such classroom incidents, Nestor has grown
accustomed to his new role in life, as Professor Volosyuk finds
out when he runs into Nestor and his students on the bus. The
chance meeting, however, inspires one of Nestor’s students to
apply immediately to acnupanmypa (without the formality of
finishing high school). Whom should he meet at the
nedoz2ozuxecKkuli uwcmumym but Polina, Nestor’s old flame.

Nestor’s student very quickly establishes that graduate
school is not the thing for him to do right now. After all,

the stipend, ninety bucks (”90 pa" ) does not allow for high
living.
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Nevertheless, the meeting prompts Polina to come to school
to see her onetime fiancee, who by now is the most popular
teacher in the school with his own history fan club. Vanya, of
course, still thinks that Polina is married to Nestor ("Ha
CBOe20 noabéoBambCcss npuwaa?”).

The quarter has finally come to an end, and it’s time for

the nocaednuti 6aa, where all the loose ends are tied up. Watch
and find out:

1. What does Nestor convince Gena’s girlfriend to do?

2. What conversation takes place between Fedoskin and Severov?

3. What conversation does Nestor have wita Svetlana?

4. What does Vanya end up saying to Polina?

5. What happens between Nelli and Nestor?

6. Who does Nestor end up with in the 6enuffi Tamen? (What is a
6enuil TaHeu?)
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EVALUATION FORM

We would appreciate your evaluation of the enclosed materials. Your comments and
suggestions will assist us with future projects. Thank you.

1) Is this material usable in the classes that you teach?
Why or why not?

2) Did you use these materials? If so, with which level(s) of students?

3) Which activity did you find most useful?

least useful? !

How did your students react to these activities?

4) Are there aspects of these materials that are insufficiently explained? Please be
as specific as possible.

5) Did you find the categories and organization helpful for quick reference and use?

6) General ¢ mments and suggestions (use back of this sheet if more space is needed)

Name (optional)

Return to: Isabelle Kaplan, Project Director
ACTFL :

6 Executive Plaza
\ ‘ : Yonkers, NY 10701-6801
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